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Dr. La Rhonda Nicholas joined IARPA in July 2023 as the Deputy Director, to partner with the Director in leading 

the implementation of high-risk, high-payoff technically viable research programs that address the IC’s most 

challenging intelligence gaps. Coming from industry as a polymeric materials research engineer, Dr. Nicholas joined 

the CIA in 2001 as a Materials Engineer, amassing multiple positions to advance R&D efforts in biometrics, 

biomaterials, data integration, and cyber over the course of her career. Her previous assignments include a variety 

of notable positions across the IC, to include a dual-hatted position as the DNI and DCIA Senior Representative to 

the Department of Defense, where she ensured effective communication and collaboration on sensitive operational 

and intelligence matters. Dr. Nicholas also served as the DNI appointed Program Manager for the JASONS 

corporate program and a Legislative Assistant on the personal staff of a Congressman in the US House of 

Representatives. As a member of the CIA Senior Technical Service, she has a proven record of leading change, 

implementing strategic direction and collaborative teambuilding. Dr. Nicholas received her Ph.D. and M.S. in 

Materials Engineering from University of Maryland College Park and her B.S. in Chemical Engineering from 

Hampton University. 


